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at the c eve chepings \l   Possibly it was considered that
bad leather might be more easily passed off in a bad
light, but the idea may simply have been to prevent the
competition of the pedlars and hawkers with the shop-
keepers.    At Northampton, in 1452, the two classes of
tradesmen were separated,  those who had shops not
being  allowed  to   sell  also   in   the  market.2    North-
ampton  had not  at  this  date   begun to  acquire the
fame which it earned during the seventeenth century
as   the   centre    of    the
English boot trade, but
regulations for the * cory-
vsers   craf te'   there  had
been drawn up in I402,3
and much earlier, in 1266,
we find Henry III order-
ing the bailiffs of North-
ampton   to    provide    a
hundred and   fifty pairs
of shoes, half at 5d. and half at 4^. the pair.4   These were
for distribution to the poor ;   and similar orders in other
years were usually executed in either London or Win-
chester :  no particular importance can be attached to this
single order being given to Northampton, as presumably
any large town could have carried out the order.    So far
as any town can be placed at the head of the shoemaking
industry, the distinction must be given to Oxford, where
the cordwainers' gild was in existence early in the twelfth
century, it being reconstituted in H3i,6 and its monopoly
confirmed by Henry II.6
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